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FOREWORD 
Dear reader,

Welcome to the first monthly edition of the International Law and Policy Society's Newsletter
-by the students, for the students. This project has been months in the making, and we're
excited to finally unveil it to you. This Newsletter's significance lies in its power to be a
platform for effective news reporting in the shape of articles, interviews and much more. More
importantly, it aims to establish itself as an outlet that encourages the student community to
start questioning and wondering about the legal and social implications of the developments
that are happening at the International level. 

Furthermore, this inaugural issue features a collection of the most thoughtful and engrossing
student-produced writings. Moreover, via our newsletter ILPS tries to carve out a space for
students to explore topics outside of the classroom, enabling them to learn about the practical
and day to day intricacies of the letter and spirit of the law, get inspired and raise awareness.

We are grateful to have been given the opportunity to produce this publication and would like
to thank everyone who played a role in making this vision come to life: the contributors, the
small team of members of the International Law and Policy Society who helped bring it all
together, the ever-supportive faculties and administration and you, the reader. 

We're looking forward to seeing this newsletter grow and be carried forward with an even
greater amount of enthusiasm in the time to come. I hope you enjoy this edition of our
newsletter. 

Aniruddh Saraswat
Convenor, International Law and Policy Society
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Scores of Hamas-backed demonstrators staged the first of what they
claimed would be a string of night-time demonstrations near the Israeli
border, throwing explosives at Israeli troops, who retaliated with live
fire injuring 51 Palestinians, including 25 children. The rallies were
intended to increase pressure on Israel to lift a debilitating economic
blockade on Gaza strip. Since Hamas, a party dedicated to the
destruction of Israel gained control of Gaza in 2007, Israel and Egypt
have enforced the blockade. The barrier, which prevents commodities
and people from entering and leaving Gaza, has wreaked havoc on the
economy of the territory. Tensions have escalated since the 11-day war
in May in which at least 260 Palestinians were killed, as reported by the
Gaza health ministry. Twelve Israeli civilians and one soldier were
killed in Israel. Two days later, incendiary balloons were launched from
Gaza which intensified hostilities along the border of the two territories. 

Israel strikes Gaza after clashes along border

https://news.un.org/en/s
tory/2021/08/1098812
https://www.aljazeera.c
om/news/2021/8/21/isr
ael-fires-on-protesting-
palestinians-in-gaza-
dozens-wounded
https://www.reuters.co
m/world/middle-
east/two-palestinians-
israeli-soldier-
seriously-injured-gaza-
crossfire-2021-08-21/

Further Readings: 

 Kamala Harris’ trip to Asia amidst Afghan
crisis

US Vice President Kamala Harris’ trip to Singapore and Vietnam was
designed at enduring Washington’s commitment to the South-east Asian
region. This trip was intended to bolster international support amid
China’s growing global influence. Harris was the senior most US
official to visit the region since the Biden-Harris administration came
into power in USA. Safeguarding international rules in the South China
Sea, strengthening US regional leadership and expanding security
cooperation in the region were the key objectives behind the visit. The
trip coincided with the Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan
following Biden's decision to withdraw US troops after a 20-year war.
Harris was the first US Vice President to visit Vietnam. The South-east
Asian region is a growing theatre of war between the two countries, and
United States has frequently condemned China due to its expansive
claims over the entire South China sea. Harris's trip will show that the
United States is in the region "to stay," a US official said. 

Further Readings: 
https://www.theguardia
n.com/us-
news/2021/aug/27/kam
ala-harriss-south-east-
asia-trip-reveals-limits-
of-us-strategy
https://thediplomat.com
/2021/08/what-were-
the-main-outcomes-of-
kamala-harris-trip-to-
southeast-asia/
https://www.aljazeera.c
om/news/2021/8/22/ka
mala-harris-begins-
southeast-asia-trip-
amid-afghan-chaos

MONTHLY UPDATES

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/21/israel-fires-on-protesting-palestinians-in-gaza-dozens-wounded
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/two-palestinians-israeli-soldier-seriously-injured-gaza-crossfire-2021-08-21/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/what-were-the-main-outcomes-of-kamala-harris-trip-to-southeast-asia/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/22/kamala-harris-begins-southeast-asia-trip-amid-afghan-chaos
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A federal judge in Texas ordered on August 13 that the Biden
administration must restore the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP).
The Supreme Court denied an emergency petition for a stay of the order
on August 24, mandating the Biden administration to make a “good
faith” effort to resume the policy while the matter is being heard in
court. This programme was initiated under the former President Donald
Trump that forces people to wait in Mexico while seeking asylum in the
United States. Under it, a large number of non-Mexican asylum seekers,
mostly belonging to Central America, were sent back while their
applications were pending. The administration has “failed to show a
likelihood of success on the claim that the memorandum rescinding the
Migrant Protection Protocols was not arbitrary and capricious,” the court
wrote Tuesday in an unsigned order. The effects of such a ruling on the
migrants remains to be seen. 

USA court reinstates “Remain in Mexico” policy

https://immigrationforu
m.org/article/explainer-
the-migrant-protection-
protocols/
https://www.texastribun
e.org/2021/08/24/remai
n-in-mexico-
immigration-supreme-
court/
https://www.aila.org/ad
vo-
media/issues/all/port-
courts

Further Readings: 

 Algeria cuts diplomatic ties with hostile
Morocco

 Algeria has broken diplomatic relations with Morocco, claiming hostile
actions by its most populous neighbour with whom it has had troubled
relations for years, after months of renewed hostilities between the
North African adversaries. While the two North African states' border
has been blocked since 1994, diplomatic contacts have remained intact
since they were restored in 1988 following a previous dispute. 
Algeria had recently accused Morocco of being complicit in the
country's devastating wildfires in the north. It has also summoned its
Moroccan ambassador. Relations have worsened since the Western
Sahara crisis erupted last year, after years of relative calm. Morocco
claims ownership of the disputed land. Algeria is a supporter of the
Polisario campaign for independence. Another key event that heightened
antagonism was the United States' recognition of Moroccan sovereignty
over Western Sahara in exchange for Morocco's normalisation of
relations with Israel. Morocco released a statement regretting what it
called an unjust decision and restated its loyalty towards Algeria. 

Further Readings: 

https://www.france24.c
om/en/africa/20210826-
explainer-why-did-
algeria-cut-diplomatic-
ties-with-morocco
https://www.aljazeera.c
om/news/2021/8/24/alg
eria-cuts-diplomatic-
ties-with-morocco
https://www.bloomberg
.com/news/articles/202
1-08-24/algeria-severs-
diplomatic-ties-with-
morocco-minister-says

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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With an aim to protect the welfare of its elephant population, the Sri
Lankan government has recently enacted a wide-ranging animal
protection law, namely the Protection, Well-being and Regularization of
Registration of Tamed Elephants, Regulations No. 01 of 2021. Under
this, the government has taken various steps to ensure the safety and
well-being of the animals, such as issuing captive animals with their
own biometric identity cards, banning the ‘mahouts’ from drinking on
the job, mandating daily baths of the elephants, among several others.
Though elephants are considered as sacred in the country, but there have
been incidences of cruelty against the creatures which have raised
concerns among the animal rights activists and conservationists.
According to official records, there are roughly 200 tamed elephants in
the South Asian country, with a wild population of about 7,500
elephants. Violation of the law would result in the elephants being taken
into the state care and such person could be imprisoned for three years. 

 Sri Lanka’s elephants gets biometric ID cards
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
newsround/58307295
https://www.theweek.in
/news/world/2021/08/2
2/sri-lanka-mandates-
id-cards-for-elephants-
no-drunk-riding.html
https://economynext.co
m/sri-lanka-decrees-4-
hour-work-day-2-year-
maternity-leave-for-
elephants-85318/

Further Readings: 

South Korean lawmakers mandate cameras
in operating rooms after surgery deaths

 On Aug 31st, South Korean lawmakers voted to require hospitals to
place surveillance cameras in operating rooms after a series of medical
accidents involving unqualified staff who stood in for surgeons. With
the passage of this bill South Korea will become the 1st developed
country to require closed-circuit cameras to record surgical procedures.
The push for installing cameras in operating theatres soared following a
2016 case where surgeons at private clinics were allegedly assigning
nurses or underqualified doctors to perform procedures, often leading to
fatal results. Numerous attempts were made after that to amend the
Medical Services Act to necessitate surveillance cameras, primarily to
prevent doctors from delegating surgeries to unlicensed personnel, an
act punishable by up to five years in prison or a fine of 50 million won,
but such attempts failed due to lobbying by doctors and the bill was met
with opposition from doctors, hospitals, and medical groups.

Further Readings: 

https://tienphongnews.co
m/south-korean-
lawmakers-mandate-
cameras-in-operating-
rooms-after-surgery-
deaths-200375.html
https://global-world-
news.com/south-korean-
lawmakers-mandate/
https://www.newsbreak.c
om/news/2357203906313
/south-korean-lawmakers-
mandate-cameras-in-
operating-rooms-after-
surgery-deaths

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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A bench of Justice Indira Banerjee and V Ramasubramanium ordered a
stay on the application filed by the seven fisherman who were on the
fishing vessel when two Italian marines on board the oil tanker Enrica
Lexie opened fire on 15th Feb, 2012, killing two of the crew members,
off the Kerala coast. They had moved the court seeking a share in the
compensation where the court directed that the boat owner to be made a
party in the matter. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta suggested that
fisherman’s plea be sent to Kerala High Court which was tasked with
disbursing the compensation; however on Aug 19 , the Supreme Court
closed all proceedings pending in the country against the two Italian
marines – Master Sergeant Massimiliano Lattore and Sergeant Major
Salvatore Girone - and directed the criminal investigation in the matter
to resume in Italy. 

         Italian marine case: SC stays disbursement
 
 

https://livelaw.in/top-
stories/enrica-lexie-marines-
case-supreme-court-stays-
disbursement-of-2-crores-
compensation-in-favour-
179889
https://www.tribuneindia.co
m/news/nation/italian-
marines-case-supreme-court-
stays-payment-of-relief-to-
boat-owner-299490
https://www.thehindu.com/n
ews/national/italian-marines-
case-sc-stays-disbursement-
of-2-crore-to-owner-of-
fishing-
boat/article35992863.ece

Further Readings: 

    India to ratify Kigali Amendment to the
Montreal Protocol

 
 

India’s decision to ratify Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol in
its cabinet meeting comes close on the heels of similar decisions by the
United States and China, the worlds largest consumers of HFC’s. the
amendment is seen as an important breakthrough in global efforts to
combat climate change because of HFC’s, a set of 19 gases used
extensively in air conditioning and refrigerant industry which is known
to be thousand times more potent than carbon dioxide in their ability to
cause global warming. If completely phased out by 2050 it would
prevent 0.5 degree Celsius rise in global temperature by the end of the
century. Under Kigali agreement US, China and India are in separate
group of countries with different time schedules to phase out their
HFC’s. While US is supposed to achieve the target by 2034, China is
expected to do so by 2045. Although India was given a target of 2047, it
has decided to draw up a strategy to achieve the objective by 2023 in
consultation with industry stakeholders.

Further Readings: 

https://science.thewire.in/en
vironment/india-ratifies-
kigali-amendment-to-
montreal-protocol-to-phase-
out-hfcs/
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/d
efault/files/india-kigali-
amendment-fs.pdf
https://www.jagranjosh.com
/current-affairs/india-
decides-to-ratify-kigali-
amendment-to-phase-down-
use-of-hfcs-what-is-kigali-
amendment-to-montreal-
protocol-1629364748-1

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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The former British colony is all set to adopt and implement mainland
Chinese law into its mini constitution. The anti-sanctions law will add
fresh regulatory pressure on international regulations countering western
penalties that were imposed after crackdowns in Hong Kong and
Xinjiang. The powers under the law include denial of visas, deportation,
or seizing assets of those who formulate or comply with sanctions
against businesses or officials in China. Hong Kong’s chief executive
Carrie Lam is in full support of this move citing that it is necessary to
defend our country’s sovereignty and development interests. The law
will allow foreign companies to be sued in Chinese courts for applying
sanctions and can be used against family members as well. A simple
example of the functioning of the law is suppose if a bank refuses to
implement U.S. sanctions could be cut off from access to the dollar but
those that adhere could find themselves in Beijing. 

Hong Kong set to adopt China’s anti-sanctions
law

https://www.thehindu.com
/news/international/hong-
kong-set-to-adopt-chinas-
anti-sanctions-
law/article35844062.ece 
https://www.telegraphindi
a.com/world/hong-kong-
to-adopt-chinas-anti-
sanctions-
law/cid/1825788 
https://www.reuters.com/
world/china/hong-kong-
leader-supports-adoption-
anti-sanctions-law-
through-local-legislation-
2021-08-10/ 

Further Readings: 

Indonesia's army stops 'virginity tests' on
female recruits

 The Indonesian army has ended the controversial practice of virginity
tests which were conducted on the female recruits who apply to become
cadets. The “two-finger” test was adopted by the officials in which the
inspectors used to check the hymen of the female recruits, if it was intact
and to determine their virginity as well. This would help in assessing
their ability to take part in physical training and whether they have color
blindness and the condition of their spines and hearts to ensure they are
healthy and will not encounter life-threatening medical issues. This test
was highly criticized by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2014
declaring that it had "no scientific validity" and the appearance of a
hymen was not a reliable indicator of intercourse. Human rights groups
welcomed Indonesia's decision to stop these abusive virginity tests on
female army recruits. 

Further Readings: 

https://www.ndtv.com/worl
d-news/indonesian-army-
says-has-stopped-virginity-
tests-on-female-cadets-
2507850
https://www.reuters.com/wo
rld/asia-pacific/indonesian-
army-says-has-stopped-
virginity-tests-female-
cadets-2021-08-11/ 
https://abcnews.go.com/Inte
rnational/wireStory/indonesi
as-army-stops-virginity-
tests-female-recruits-
79417753

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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After a 15-month long military stand-off in Ladakh, Indian and Chinese
troops have pulled back from Gogra. The agreement on this was taken at
the 12th round of Corps Commander Talks. As part of the
disengagement process, both armies have dismantled temporary
structures erected by them along with allied infrastructure, with the
actions being mutually verified. This is the second friction area from
which disengagement has been done after Pangong Tso (lake) in
February as part of efforts of overall disengagement and de-escalation
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh to end the
standoff that began in May last year. The round of talks allowed a in-
depth exchange of views related to the resolution process along the
LAC. Both sides have expressed commitment to take the talks forward
and resolve the remaining issues along the LAC in the Western Sector.

Indian, Chinese armies pull back troops from
Gogra

https://www.thehindu.com
/news/national/post-talks-
india-china-pull-back-
troops-from-
gogra/article35767170.ece 
https://www.hindustantim
es.com/india-news/indian-
chinese-armies-disengage-
from-gogra-6-months-
after-pangong-pullback-
101628252459289.html
https://www.deccanchroni
cle.com/nation/politics/07
0821/india-china-pull-
back-from-gogra.html

Further Readings: 

Ebrahim Raisi inaugurated as President of
Iran

Iran, a country with a crippling economy due to US-led sanctions has
sworn Ebrahim Raisi into the office as the eighth president of the
country. Mr Raisi, a hardline cleric, succeeds Hassan Rouhani, seen in
the West as a relative moderate. The presidency of Mr. Raisi will confer
power in the hands of conservatives after their parliamentary election
victory. This would eliminate thousands of reformist or moderate
candidates. Mr. Raisi will have to tackle negotiations aimed at reviving
the nuclear deal from which the U.S. unilaterally withdrew imposing
sweeping sanctions. Mr. Raisi first came to prominence when he became
the Prosecutor General of Karaj in 1980, when he was 20 years old.
Subsequently, he became the Prosecutor of Tehran and the First Deputy
to the Head of Judiciary from 2004 to 2014 after which he became the
Prosecutor General of Iran from 2014 to 2016. In 2019, Raisi was
appointed the head of Iran’s judiciary.

Further Readings: 

https://www.thehindu.co
m/news/international/ebra
him-raisi-inaugurated-as-
president-of-
iran/article35706538.ece 
https://www.bbc.com/new
s/world-middle-east-
57421235 
https://indianexpress.com/
article/explained/explaine
d-who-is-ebrahim-raisi-
the-hard-line-cleric-set-
to-be-irans-next-
president-7366492/

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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The Myanmar authorities have not yet decided on a plan to include
minority Rohingya Muslims for the vaccination campaign. The
Rohingyas living in densely-packed camps have not been considered as
authorities begin vaccinating priority groups against COVID-19 in
western Rakhine State. Local administrator Kyaw Lwin from Sittwe
Township mentioned that the rollout had begun there with 10,000
vaccinations for priority groups such as the elderly, healthcare workers,
government staff and Buddhist monks. However there was no collective
decision for vaccinating any Muslims staying in the Sittwe area and
camps. The densely packed shacks and muddy narrow alleys where
Rohingya live behind barbed wire to separate them from the Buddhist
majority in Sittwe have also been hit by the coronavirus. The Rohingyas
fled to Bangladesh during military operations in 2017 and those who
remain complain of discrimination and mistreatment in a country that
does not recognise them as citizens.

Myanmar COVID vaccination rollout leaves
Rohingya waiting

 

https://www.reuters.com/
world/asia-
pacific/myanmar-covid-
vaccination-rollout-
leaves-rohingya-waiting-
2021-08-11/ 
https://www.japantimes.co
.jp/news/2021/08/12/asia-
pacific/rohingya-
vaccination-myanmar/ 

Further Readings: 

UN bans British stamps in Chagos Island

Chagos islands is an island in the Indian ocean. The US and the UK use
the same as their joint military base. The island has been in dispute for
over half a century between the countries of Mauritius and the UK.
Recently the Universal Postal Union (UPU), a United Nations agency
focusing on the mail sector, banned the use of British stamps in the
islands. The Mauritius government believes this is a step forward in
recognizing their rule over the sovereignty of the Chagos islands. The
initial dispute started when even after the independence of Mauritius in
1968, Britain retained control over the islands even though they were
Mauritian territory. The UN and International Court of Justice have also
recognized Chagos islands as Mauritian land.

Further Readings: 

https://www.thehindu.co
m/news/international/un-
bans-british-stamps-in-
chagos-
island/article36127741.ec
e
https://www.rfi.fr/en/afric
a/20210827-mauritius-
welcomes-ban-on-british-
stamps-in-disputed-
chagos-islands-
sovereignty-
decolonialisation
https://www.bbc.com/new
s/world-africa-58321580 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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In an interesting turn of events, the Chinese government has directed
online video game companies to restrict services provided to young
adults. Here this age limit would be below the age of 18. This move
comes to curb video game addiction, prioritizing mental and physical
health, and preserve and give more attention to the social life of children
and teenagers. This move ensures that video games can be accessed only
for one hour on Fridays, weekends, and holidays between 9-10 pm.
Users would also have to login through their real and verified
identifications for proper implementation of the move. Earlier these time
limits were 1.5 hours a day and 3 hours on weekends. 

China restricts the time minors can spend on
online games

https://www.theguardian.c
om/world/2021/aug/30/chi
na-cuts-amount-of-time-
minors-can-spend-
playing-video-games 
https://www.reuters.com/
world/china/china-rolls-
out-new-rules-minors-
online-gaming-xinhua-
2021-08-30/ 
https://www.thehindu.com
/news/international/china-
cuts-time-minors-can-
spend-on-online-
games/article36190102.ec
e 

Further Readings: 

North Korea may have restarted nuclear
reactor: International Atomic Energy Agency

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has suspicions that
North Korea has restarted operations in their nuclear reactor plant. The
first signals of operation of the same were seen in 2018. Its inactivity
since then has been unclear. The nuclear reactor is assumed to be
capable of producing weapon-grade plutonium and weapons fuel.
Plutonium is a radioactive material majorly used in nuclear weapons.
Recently there have been indications that the reactor is back up, such as
discharge of water, etc., which leads to a safe assumption of the same. It
is now being feared that the country is en route to producing several
smaller nuclear weapons that can be attached to ballistic missiles. One
thing remains clear, that North Korea wishes to strengthen its military
and weaponry for the future. 

Further Readings: 

https://www.reuters.com/
world/asia-pacific/north-
korea-appears-have-
restarted-nuclear-reactor-
iaea-says-2021-08-29/ 
https://www.thehindu.co
m/news/international/nort
h-korea-appears-to-have-
resumed-nuke-reactor-
operation-un-atomic-
agency/article36173819.e
ce

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1098812
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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Though, India was a part of the Non-Aligned movement, it was an evident fact that, it had a
decent foreign relationship with USSR. India had depended on Russia for economic and
military aid as it emerged from the shadows of the British reign and begin to mark its presence
at global stage. The 1960’s and 1970’s witnessed an abandonment of the NAM, with India
looking to develop a closer tie with the Soviet Union. Moreover, Nehru’s death in 1964 made
India reconsider its role in the Non-Aligned movement. Indo-Soviet ties were formally
incorporated through the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation signed in the year 1971. In
order to reflect a close relationship with the Soviets, India carried out a Nuclear test in 1974 to
respond to the brewing China-Pakistan defence corporation agreement.

The collapse of the Soviet Union shaped the Indian Foreign policy drastically. India and the
USSR had built a healthy relationship in form of diplomatic, economic and military
assistance. By the time the world saw the dusk of the cold war, the shortcomings of Nehru’s
vision of Indo-Soviet relations were evident. The NAM faced multiple challenges from the
developed world and lost its solidarity with the changing paradigm of global order towards the
west. The end of the cold war and the collapse of the Soviet Union led India to recalibrate its
Foreign Policy.

India, no longer enjoyed the support of the Soviet Union which was a staunch supporter of
India specially in the United Nations. India at the same time lost access to eastern Europe and
Central Asian markets and this was coupled with the oil price spike due to the gulf war. As a
result of all these factors, India undertook drastic economic reforms in form of devaluation of
the rupee and liberating the economy for foreign investment simultaneously improvising the
ease of doing business and globalizing the Financial sector. It is evident that in the Post- Cold
war era India focused more on economic reform rather than political. During the 1990’s, three
events can best mark the leaps in the Indian Foreign Policy. First were the prioritizing
economic affairs over political affairs. Second, the NAM having been lost its vigour and with
this India abandoned its idealistic Foreign Policy and gave much more importance to its
national interests. 

The black swan event in Indian Foreign Policy:
Dis-integration of the Soviet Union.



Third, a rapprochement of ties with the USA. India and the USA have cultivated Stronger ties
since the 1990 and tried harness the symbiotic potential, although this was a slow and gradual
process. The economic up rise of India acted as a catalyst in the Indo-US ties, because of the
increasing amount of American MNC’s saw a potential in the Indian Market. This was
accompanied by an increase in the bilateral trade between the two countries.

President of the United States, Bill Clinton visited India in 2000 and this successful visit
paved way for exchange of ideas, technology and the vibrant Indian Diaspora. The India-US
Civil Nuclear Deal gave a further impetus to the cultivating relation between the two nations.
India’s decision to forego the Nuclear Non-proliferation treaty was the final nail in the coffin
for the Nehru’s ideology. Due to this India was ridiculed internationally, but it is interesting to
note that it resulted in closer ties between India and the USA as time passed. In addition to the
USA, India started to pay greater heed to southeast Asia and the Far east. During the Cold war
the trade with the region was minimal. But since the end of the Cold War trade has increased
substantially. This is a result of a broader initiative undertaken by the Indian government
called the “Look East Policy”. 
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POLICY DIGEST

The beginning of the end
As the United States was about to complete the second decade of a fierce war on a foreign soil
of Afghanistan, in 2017, President Trump outlined his Afghanistan policy in an address to
troops in Arlington, VA, saying that though his “original instinct was to pull out,” he will
instead press ahead with an open-ended military commitment to prevent the emergence of “a
vacuum for terrorists”, proposing that withdrawal will be based on “conditions on the ground,”
rather than arbitrary timelines. 

Peace negotiation 
In the furtherance of the same, the peace negotiation between U.S. and Taliban enters their
highest level yet in Doha, Qatar, building on momentum that began in late 2018. The talks
between U.S. special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad and top Taliban official Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar centred on the United States withdrawing its troops from Afghanistan in exchange for
the Taliban pledging to block international terrorist groups from operating on Afghan soil. The
ramped-up diplomacy followed signals that President Trump plans to pull out seven thousand
U.S. troops from Afghanistan, about half the total U.S. deployment, on the condition that the
Taliban agree to participate in an intra-Afghan dialogue on the country’s political structure, as
well as a cease-fire. 

Peace Agreement and Intra Afghan Negotiations 
Subsequently, in February 2020, U.S. envoy Khalilzad and the Taliban’s Baradar sign an
agreement that paved the way for a significant drawdown of U.S. troops in Afghanistan and
also included guarantees from the Taliban that the country will not be used for terrorist
activities. The deal said that intra-Afghan negotiations should begin the following month, but
the then Afghan President Ghani stipulated that the Taliban must meet his government’s own
conditions before it enters talks.  In the moth of September 2020, Representatives of the
Taliban and of the Afghan government and civil society met face to face for the first time in
Doha, Qatar, after nearly twenty years of war. The direct negotiations, which were delayed for
months over a prisoner swap proposed in the earlier U.S.-Taliban deal, begin after the Afghan
government completes the release of five thousand Taliban prisoners. During opening remarks,
both sides express eagerness to bring peace to Afghanistan and establish a framework for
Afghan society after U.S. troops withdraw. The acting U.S. Defense Secretary Christopher C.
Miller in November 2020 announced the plans to halve the number of troops in Afghanistan to
2,500 by mid-January 2021. Thousands of troops had already been pulled out following an
agreement with the Taliban in February, moving closer to fulfilling President Trump’s
campaign promise to end the so-called forever wars. 
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Withdrawal of U.S. from Afghanistan

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Agreement-For-Bringing-Peace-to-Afghanistan-02.29.20.pdf


The Biden Plan
When the President Joe Biden took the office, he announced that the United States will not
meet the deadline set under the U.S.-Taliban agreement to withdraw all troops by May 1 and
instead releases a plan for a full withdrawal by September 11, 2021. The newly elected
president said, “It’s time to end America’s longest war,”. As per the new withdrawal plan of
Biden administration, remaining 3,500 troops in Afghanistan along with other NATO troops
will be withdrawn regardless of whether progress is made in intra-Afghan peace talks or the
Taliban reduces its attacks on Afghan security forces and citizens and Washington will
continue to assist Afghan security forces and support the peace process. The Taliban withdrew
from any further conferences on Afghanistan’s future until all foreign troops leave.

The Unravelling of Peace Plan 
As the global super powers planned to evacuate their troops from one of the longest wars in the
history, facing little resistance, on 15th August 2021, Taliban fighters overrun the capital,
Kabul, and take over the presidential palace hours after President Ghani left the country. 
 Former Afghan President Karzai and Abdullah, formerly the chief executive under Ghani,
create a council to facilitate a peaceful transition to a Taliban government. The takeover
follows the Taliban’s rapid advance, during which it captured all but two of Afghanistan’s
provincial capitals and seized border crossings. Afghan security forces in some areas
reportedly negotiated surrenders and avoided fighting the Taliban. The speed of the Taliban’s
territorial gains and collapse of both the ANDSF and Afghan government surprised U.S.
officials and allies—as well as, reportedly, the Taliban itself—despite earlier intelligence
assessments of the situation on the ground. The Biden administration authorized the
deployment of an additional six thousand troops to assist with the evacuation of U.S. and allied
personnel, as well as thousands of Afghans who worked with the United States and were
attempting to flee. 

The Humanitarian Crisis 
The fall of the Afghan government threatens a mass exodus of refugees from Afghanistan and
has exacerbated an already dire humanitarian crisis. Many Afghans were struggling to feed
their families amid severe drought well before the Taliban militants seized power and millions
may now face starvation with the country isolated and the economy unravelling, aid agencies
say.The legitimacy of the government in the eyes of international donors and investors will be
crucial for the economy as the country battles drought and the ravages of a conflict that killed
an estimated 240,000 Afghans. 

Further Readings: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/rockets-fired-kabul-airport-us-troops-race-complete-
evacuation-2021-08-30/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/inside-the-biden-administrations-push-to-exit-afghanistan-
11630855499
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/15/opinion/afghanistan-taliban.html
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https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-afghanistan-taliban-5934ef05b0094d0189b5d900d2380179
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/afghanistan-chaos-blame-us/2021/08/14/0d4e5ab2-fd3e-11eb-911c-524bc8b68f17_story.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/even-taliban-are-surprised-how-fast-they-re-advancing-afghanistan-n1272236
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/17/us/politics/afghanistan-biden-administration.html
https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-joe-biden-middle-east-evacuations-kabul-8ec855b3f943dafe80d3d3ca6b0953f2
https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-joe-biden-middle-east-evacuations-kabul-8ec855b3f943dafe80d3d3ca6b0953f2
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-taliban-784681c4400b097cf73b93cec34c5c61
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-migration-taliban.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097742
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/drought-leaves-afghans-hungry-economic-collapse-looms-un-2021-09-02/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/27/kamala-harriss-south-east-asia-trip-reveals-limits-of-us-strategy
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Gilgit Baltistan granted “Provisional Provincial Status” by
Pakistan

 
 
 

On November 1, observed every year in Gilgit-Baltistan as “Independence Day”, Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan announced that his government would give the region “provisional
provincial status” implying that the region would soon become the fifth province of Pakistan,
despite India’s claim of the region being a part of the erstwhile princely state of Jammu &
Kashmir as it existed in 1947 at its accession to India. The draft of the bill titled ‘26th
Constitutional Amendment Bill’ prepared by the federal Law Minister Barrister Farogh
Naseem was submitted to Prime Minister Imran Khan. Earlier the region was a “provisional
autonomous region” and the government of India condemned this move as illegal since the
Gilgit-Baltistan area is considered as a part of Jammu and Kashmir and by extension an
integral part of India.

Genesis
Unlike the occupation of ‘Azad Kashmir’, Pakistani control of Gilgit-Baltistan came at the
scheming of two British officers, Major Brown and Captain A S Mathieson. When Maharaja
Hari Singh signed the instrument of accession on 31st October 1947, the two officers of the
Gilgit Scouts, the primary military presence in the region – mutinied and launched a coup that
deposed the governor appointed by Maharaja Hari Singh. They raised the flag of Pakistan and
invited its administration to occupy the region. Although the two British officers had claimed
to have acted on their own accord, it has been speculated that their government had directed
them to hand over the territory as part of an understanding between Arab nations that
supported Pakistan along with curbing the Soviet Union’s influence in the region through its
ally, India. Regardless of the reasons, the Gilgit-Baltistan region has been under the grip of
Pakistan since then. India considers this an illegal occupation by Pakistan and any move to
change its territorial borders of administrative status has been met with condemnation by the
Indian government ever since.

 Where is Gilgit Baltistan? What is its significance?
The Gilgit Baltistan region is present in Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) and is the
northernmost territory managed by Pakistan. Gilgit Baltistan connects with China in the north,
Tajikistan in the northwest, Kashmir in the South East and Afghanistan in the west. The
strategic location and geopolitical significance of the region make it essential for international
diplomacy. Since the formation of the country, India has always seen Gilgit Baltistan as part of
undivided Jammu and Kashmir by virtue of legal and irrevocable instrument of accession. The
region provides Pakistan’s only territorial frontier, and thus a land route, with China, where it
meets the Xinjiang Autonomous Region. The China Pakistan Economic Corridor has made the
region vital for all the 3 countries.
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India’s stance regarding Gilgit Baltistan
India has always considered the continued occupation of Gilgit Baltistan as illegal. In 1994 the
Indian parliament had passed resolutions claiming both Gilgit Baltistan and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir as part of the state of Jammu and Kashmir, forming an integral part of Indian
territory. The other concern is about the growing China-Pakistan relations. Pakistan had
handed over some parts of Gilgit-Baltistan to China in 1963. Since then, many development
projects have taken place in the region, the most well-known being the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). These projects are considered an attack on India’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. Therefore, the China Pakistan Economic Project constitutes a major
part of the Gilgit Baltistan issue as this has escalated tensions between the two countries.
Moreover, Pakistan announced holding elections in the Gilgit Baltistan region on 24th June
2020 which was opposed by India citing that no elections could be held in a disputed territory.

Provincial status
26th Constitutional Amendment Bill is believed to suggest that because of its status as part of
the unresolved Kashmir issue, Gilgit-Baltistan be given provisional provincial status by
amending Article 1 of the Constitution. Further amendments would be introduced to give the
region representation in Parliament, besides the establishment of the provincial assembly in the
territory in accordance to what was reported by certain sources. The change in status, when it
happens, will meet a long-standing demand of the 1.5 million people of Gilgit-Baltistan. There
is anger against Pakistan for unleashing sectarian militant groups that target Shias, but the
predominant sentiment is that all this will improve once they are part of the Pakistani
federation. There is a small movement for independence, but it has very little traction.

Is there a China factor?
Some reports have suggested that Pakistan’s decision is under pressure from China, wary that
Gilgit-Baltistan’s ambiguous status might undermine the legality of its projects there,
especially in the China Pakistan Economic Corridor CPEC where they wish to secure years of
sizeable financial investment. Some others speculate that this could be a precursor to
Pakistan’s acceptance of India’s 5 August 2019 changes doing away with Kashmir’s special
status. 

What is the way forward for India?
India has to assess the situation calmly and meticulously to avoid escalating tensions with
China and Pakistan. Returning the heat may open a possibility of two front wars that China and
Pakistan both want. India can negotiate with Pakistan and raise a violation of the Karachi
agreement on making Gilgit Baltistan its fifth province. Karachi Agreement is the only legal
instrument that provides doubtful legal authority on the Pakistani administration of Gilgit
Baltistan. The provincial status will also violate the 1963 Pakistan China boundary agreement,
which calls for negotiations. Authorities are to sit at the negotiation table with China after the
Kashmir dispute between Pakistan and India is settled. It also violates the 1972 Shimla
agreement that prohibits unilateral alteration of the situation by any party.
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In this era of globalisation, the importance of
International Law has increased manifolds.
Globalisation challenges many of the traditional
assumptions about International law, its relationship to
domestic law, the ways in which it is created and the
methods of its enforcement. Among other things, the
International Law and Policy Society (ILPS) of National
Law University Odisha, Cuttack, India will be engaged in
cutting edge research and study of the normative and
institutional implications of this challenge and of its
theoretical and practical ramifications in a variety of
fields encompassing the regulation of trade and
investments, protection of human rights, international
criminal responsibility of individuals, security and
environmental governance, etc.
ILPS has been established to provide through research,
working papers, publications, seminars, webinars,
conferences, projects and engagement, a platform for
intellectual dialogue on contemporary issues of
international law and foreign policy. The emphasis of
this society will be on public international law,
international affairs and foreign policies of different
countries. The society aims to engage with various
stakeholders such as scholars, universities,
policymakers, think tanks and intergovernmental
organizations.
The society has completed its 1st year and now it's
entering its 2nd year. In its first year, ILPS has launched
its website and called for blogs, it received over 30 blogs
and also conducted a 1-day seminar. This year we
looking forward to enthusiastic participation from the
students for our upcoming webinars, seminars, blogs
submission and competitions.
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