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ABOUT

In this era of globalisation, the importance of International Law has increased
manifolds. Globalisation challenges many of the traditional assumptions
about International law, its relationship to domestic law, the ways in which it
is created and the methods of its enforcement. Among other things, the
International Law and Policy Society (ILPS) of National Law University
Odisha, Cuttack, India will be engaged in cutting edge research and study of
the normative and institutional implications of this challenge and of its
theoretical and practical ramifications in a variety of fields encompassing the
regulation of trade and investments, protection of human rights,
international criminal responsibility of individuals, security and
environmental governance, etc.
ILPS has been established to provide through research, working papers,
publications, seminars, webinars, conferences, projects and engagement, a
platform for intellectual dialogue on contemporary issues of international law
and foreign policy. The emphasis of this society will be on public international
law, international affairs and foreign policies of different countries. The
society aims to engage with various stakeholders such as scholars,
universities, policymakers, think tanks and intergovernmental organizations.

 
 

Faculty Advisor - Dr. Suvrashree Panda 

 
 
 

P A G E  1

I L P S  T E A M

SIDDHARTH DAVID D'SILVA
ASHVI JAIN

BAISHNOVI MEHER
NAVYA BASSI  
ARYA SINGH

SAUMYA RANJAN DIXIT

VEDANT SHARMA
CHITRANGDA SAINI

MAULSREE SRIVASTAVA
AADHRUTI VANGAVETI

DHRUV DHINGRA



The final document of the UN Treaty for Nuclear Disarmament required the approval
of all countries present at the conference that are signatories to the treaty aimed at
limiting the spread of nuclear weapons and eventually achieving a world free of them.
However, Russia blocked the treaty citing a lack of consensus, the treaty criticized
Russia’s military takeover of Europe's largest nuclear plant, the Zaporizhzhia shortly
after Russian troops invaded Ukraine, raising fears of a nuclear disaster. 
While Russia is the only country currently objecting to the clauses of the agreement,
which was aimed at bolstering the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT),
nevertheless, it is pertinent to note that the disarmament elements in the proposed
document had already been diluted by all five of the official nuclear powers
recognized by the treaty, ie,  Russia, the US, France, the UK, and China.
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Russia Blocked The U.N. Treaty
For Nuclear Disarmament

Russian President, Vladimir Putin’s
warning of a nuclear attack, in response
to the criticism of the international
community after Russia invaded Ukraine
and its occupation of the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear plant and the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant has renewed the global fears
of another nuclear emergency after the
1986 nuclear disaster. This Agreement
would have ensured the safety of
Ukraine’s nuclear facilities and helped
curb the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. 

Essentiality of the Agreement



The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which has 191
signatories, and came into force in 1970, aims to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons, promote complete disarmament,
and promote cooperation in the peaceful use of nuclear energy
every five years. Under the terms of the NPT, the five original
nuclear powers — the United States, China, Russia (then the
Soviet Union), the United Kingdom, and France — agreed to
negotiate the eventual elimination of their arsenals, while
nations without nuclear weapons promised not to acquire
them in exchange for the right to develop nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes. The treaty establishes safeguard systems
under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
supervision. Additionally, review conferences for the treaty are
organized under paragraph 3, Article VIII of the Treaty. 
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Russia Blocked The U.N. Treaty
For Nuclear Disarmament

 



Protests and Clashes hit Iraq after Shia leader 
Muqtada al-Sadr announced retirement from 
Politics 
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Violent Protests and clashes hit the streets of Baghdad resulting in the death of
multiple people and leaving several wounded after the Shia leader Muqtada Al- Sadr
announced stepping down from politics and withdrew his lawmakers from the
parliament when he failed to form a government of his choosing. In response to the
protestors storming the government palace, the Iraqi military announced a nationwide
curfew, and Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi suspended all cabinet meetings until
further notice and publicly pleaded with Sadr to intervene to stop the violence.
Loyalists of Muqtada Al Sadr and supporters of a rival Shiite group, the pro-Iran
Coordination Framework, hurled stones at each other in street clashes, which was
followed by live fire, and the use of tear gas by the security services inside the fortified
Green Zone

 Muqtada Al Sadr 
An Iraqi Shiʿi leader and cleric Muqtada Al Sadr rose to
power almost immediately after U.S.-led forces
toppled Saddam’s regime in 2003, he emerged as the
champion of the disadvantaged and disenfranchised
Shia, who did not feel represented by the quietist
clerical establishment or previously exiled politicians.
He used to perform many local government functions
in Baghdad's Shia suburbs, and reinvented himself as a
nationalist and anti-corruption campaigner over the
last decade. However, a standoff between him and his
Iran-backed opponents in the aftermath parliamentary
elections in October 2021 left the country without a
new government and has now triggered deadly unrest
10 months later



Tech Giant, Facebook, has reached a preliminary agreement to settle the long-running
privacy class action suit, wherein the company was accused of illegally sharing the data
of users with a U.K.-based data firm, Cambridge Analytica. The company has requested
a 60-day stay on proceedings to finalize the draft “agreement in principle”. However,
the terms of the agreement have not been disclosed yet. The agreement has been
drawn during the proceedings in San Francisco federal court, when Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg and former Chief Operating Officer Sheryl Sandberg, were scheduled to
testify as part of the scandal. 

Facebook settled tout a new government and 
has now triggered Cambridge Analytica 
Privacy Suit 

P A G E  5

Background of the Case 
The case was initiated in 2018 when Facebook users
took the company to court after it violated the privacy
of its users by sharing their personal data with multiple
third parties including Cambridge Analytica, which was
linked to US President Donald Trump’s campaign in the
2016 elections. This data was allegedly used to create
software that swayed US voters in favour of Donald
Trump. Federal authorities fined Facebook $5 billion in
2019 for deceiving its users and imposed independent
oversight of its personal data management.
It was found during investigations that the private data
of individuals was passed on to Cambridge Analytica,
by Aleksandr Kogan. Exploiting a loophole in Facebook
API, he retrieved data private data from all quiz takers,
which was subsequently sold off to multiple third
parties. 
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Facebook settled tout a new government and 
has now triggered Cambridge Analytica 
Privacy Suit 

 C
am

br
id

ge
 A

na
ly

ti
ca

 

Cambridge Analytica (CA) is a political
consulting firm that was set up in 2013 by
Alexander Nix. It emerged as an offshoot of
another similar company SCL Group and is
headquartered in London. According to its
founder, it was set up “to address the vacuum
in the US Republican political market”. Apart
from this controversy, it was also involved in
raising money from foreign donors who
supported Brexit. 



 Economic Crisis In Pakistan

Amid political instability, rising inflation and depleting foreign currency reserves
Pakistan might be on the verge of a full-blown economic crisis at the end of the current
fiscal year if the International Monetary Fund (IMF) does not help revive it by the end of
January or early February. Pakistani army chief General Bajwa called a senior US official
for help in speeding up the disbursal of about $1.2 billion from the IMF. The Pakistani
rupee in also in full retreat, making it painfully clear that the country will have difficulty
in clearing up its debts.

Moreover, Pakistan is also currently facing a severe electricity crisis, with both urban
and rural areas experiencing extended power outages. Across the nation protests
against load-shedding have erupted, with citizens demanding that the administration
take immediate action to ensure a steady supply of electricity.
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Factors Leading To The Crisis
Pakistan's current situation is primarily the result of a large
number of wrong policy decisions and political unrest in the
country. External debt, foreign exchange reserves, inflation, and
other factors are to blame for Pakistan's deepening economic
crisis. Excessive external borrowing too and added to the downfall
of the economy, including a Chinese debt of $64 billion for the
China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). After seeking new
loans and repaying old ones, Pakistan fell into the "debt trap." This,
combined with the failure to secure a bailout package from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) earlier, has forced the country
to seek alternative solutions.Furthermore, the crisis has been
exacerbated by the Ukraine war, and a complete corrosion of
institutions due to intrusion by the army in multiple state matters
directlt or indirectly. 



In order to save its dwindling economy
Pakistan has no choice but to seek  a bailout
package from the IMF, which would come
with certain conditions including the
reduction of budget deficit, improvement in
banking and tax legislations , strengthening
the social safety net for poor households,
phasing out electricity subsidies, and
reducing foreign exchange market
interventions by the federal bank. In order to
regain market credibility, the country must
implement economic reforms in addition to
continuing CPEC financing. Reforms to
reduce high trade and current account
deficits would entail significant reductions in
expenditures and imports. Analysts  believe
that reducing unsustainable development
projects, lowering import bills, and relying
more on domestic firms could help the nation
avoid further worsening of the crisis.

 Economic Crisis In Pakistan
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The United States Of America Battles 
Inflation
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Last year, the United States Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell had announced a
new economic policy, premised on the assumption that we are in an era of low
inflation.  In the future, the Fed would aim for average inflation, offsetting periods
of low inflation below 2% per year with periods of more rapid price increase.
Currently the inflation in the US is running at more than 8 percent, the most rapid
rate since the 1970s. 

Core Of The Issue 
A large part of this inflation seems to be
transitory. Prices seem to have surged due
to supply-side issues, such as supply chain
bottlenecks and surges in oil prices. These
issues are only going to ebb in the coming
months. While on one hand investments
and consumption are running ahead of
capacity and their has been a significant
increase in the wage rate, to damp this
down the Federal Bank is raising rates,
squeezing credit, and encouraging saving.
But the persistent question is whether the
Fed will be able to put up this fight any
longer. Bond prices signal that inflation can
be stopped through necessary, even if
tough measures taken by the Fed. 
. 



A contractionary phase of the global financial cycle
is now underway. In a situation where the Fed fails
to get a handle on the rapidly increasing inflation
rates, it would be disruptive for the global economy
in the longer-term and could erode the dollar’s role
as the world’s key reserve currency. Even though it
is possible for the US economy to stablise in the
near future, it’s only achievable under the most
fortuitous of scenarios, the Fed Chair Jerome Powell
will probably have to push unemployment
significantly higher in order to hit their 2% inflation
target. The developing counties are the most
vulnerable at this point due to the rising US interset
rates and the strengthening dollar. As per the Fed,
the economy of United States will need tight
monetary policy for some time, before inflation is
under control, which means slower growth, a
weaker job market and “some pain” for households
and businesses. 

The United States Of America Battles 
Inflation
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Hongyanhe Nuclear Power Plant In 
China Became Operational 
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In the year 2020 the Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to transform China from
the world's leading producer of CO2 emissions to a carbon-neutral society by 2060.
To achieve this transition, the government is trying to replace its mainly coal-
burning fossil fuel power plants with nuclear power and has recently approved the
construction of six reactors as part of a plan to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by
doubling nuclear power capacity this decade. Currently, China ranks third in the
world in terms of installed nuclear power capacity after the United States and
France.

Located in northeast China's Liaoning Province,
with a total installed capacity of over 6.71 million
kilowatts, the recently constructed Hongyanhe
Nuclear Power Plant has become the third largest
nuclear power plant in the world. It has the
capacity to generate 48 billion kWhs of electricity
a year, accounting for approximately 20 percent
of the total electricity consumption in Liaoning
Province.

The Hongyanhe nuclear power plant is
owned and operated by Liaoning Hongyanhe
Nuclear Power Company (LHNPC), a joint
venture between China General Nuclear and
State Power Investment Corporation, each
with a 45% stake, and the Dalian Municipal
Construction Investment Company, with a
10% stake.

Hongyanhe Power Plant



Following months of mass protests over the island's economic crisis, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled the country, prompting the declaration of a state of
emergency. With inflation rates running at more that 50%, and citizens struggling with
basic necessities like food, medical supplies and fuel, protests that initially started in
the capital city of Colombo have taken all over the country. There is a paucity of fuel
and prices of diesel have been rising dramatically. Schools in the nation have been
closed and people have been asked to work from home to conserve supplies.The
Srilankan administration has failed to make interest payments on its foreign debts,
damaging its reputation with the investors in the International markets. Moreover, the
nation is now unable to import essential goods. 
 

Economic Crisis In Sri Lanka
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Plan Of Action After the protesters stormed his office, the nation’s
President Rajapaksa resigned and fled the country,
naming Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe as the
acting president of the country, who in turn declared
a state of emergency imposing a curfew in the
western province, in order to stablise the situation.
However, Sri Lanka now lacks a functional
government to manage the economy, which is
currently in shambles. 
The administration now intends to print money to pay
off employees' salaries, which is likely to boost
inflation and lead to further price hikes in the nation.
Furthermore, Sri Lanka has requested Russia and
Qatar to supply it  oil at low prices to help reduce the
rapidly rising cost of fuel in the nation.  



Economic Crisis In Sri Lanka
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The International Monetary Fund is
considering a loan of about $3 billion
(£2.5 billion) to the national government,
while the World Bank, has agreed to lend
$600 million to Sri Lanka, India has also
promised a contribution of about $1
billion. Additionally, the G7 group of
countries - Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the
United States - have promised Srilanka,
monetary support to help reduce debt
repayments.

Plan O
f Action



Amid threats from the vocal right wing extremists , who continue to harass and
physically attack individuals based on their sexual orientations and gender identities ,
the Serbian government has cancelled EuroPride, a pan-European LGBTQ+ Pride event,
which was supposed to take place in Belgrade, the administration has postponed the
event to “happier times”. The right wing extremists in Serbia recently organised a
march in Belgrade against LGBTQ+ Pride. The Serbian Prime Minister Ana Brnabić, who
identifies as a Lesbian and whose institution into the office was seen as a triumph in
the predominantly conservative and male dominated nation  is doing little against this
violation of minority rights.

While, the president in a conference has called for the cancellation of the event, citing
the dwindling economic situation of the country due to the Russia- Ukraine crisis, and
troubles in Kosovo, it is pertinent to note that the government cannot actually cancel
someone else’s event, since the right to hold pride is a fundamental human right as
ruled by the European Court of Human Rights. The administration can however, issue
an official ban for the Pride March, which would be a violation of the Constitution and
can susequently be challenged in the national courts of Serbia. 

Serbia cancelled the EuroPride event
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Since it’s initial occupation of West Bank in 1967, the Israeli troops have regularly
operated across the territory, howver since the start of the current year the length and
the frequency of such raids has increased, and the violence has upsurged, while Israeli
forces claim that raids in the occupied Westbank were carried out in order to dismantle
militant networks that threaten its citizens, Palestinians, argue that the raids are aimed
at maintaining Israel’s military rule over territories they want for a future state. 

As per the official data, at least 85 people, have been killed in the recent raids and several
others have been severely injured, which includes not just the militants and stone pelters
who were the alleged targets, but also civilians, women, children and celebrated
journalists. Additionally, Israeli forces broke into and shut down the offices of several civil
society and human rights organisations operating in West Bank, outlawed them as
“terrorist organisations”, and accused them of being affiliated to the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, this includes organisations like the Addameer Prisoner
Support and Human Rights Association, Al-Haq rights group, the Union of Palestinian
Women Committees (UPWC), the Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC), the
Bisan Center for Research and Development, and the Palestine chapter of the Geneva-
based Defence for Children International.

Israel shut down NGOs, and Killed 
Palestinians in West Bank 
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Over the years the Australian immigration regime has been widely criticized by
leading legal and human rights organisations and termed as inhumane,
unnecessary and unlawful, for it imposes an infinite, mandatory detention,
without access to review by a court, upon non- citizens without a valid visa.
However, the newly proposed Ending Indefinite and Arbitrary Immigration
Detention Bill 2022 provides for abolishment of the existing system of mandatory
detention. As per this bill, detention of non-citizens without valid visas would be
based on individual assessment and would only be ordered where it is necessary
and proportionate to the circumstances. 

In accordance with its international commitments and treaty obligations,
Australia must uphold human rights and protect refugees, which includes the
commitment to not arbitrarily or indefinitely detain adults or children. Moreover,
the government is also obligated to ensure that the detainees are not subjected
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; or sent back to a place where they will
face a real risk of harm. However, such international obligations aren’t
enforceable under the Australian national law, unless implemented through a
statute. Due to the lack of any such legislation, the Australian Courts have
consistently held that indefinite immigration detention is not a violation of Right
to liberty and is lawful under Australian law, consequently subjecting multiple
asylum seekers to cruel, barbaric, or degrading treatment.

Australia introduced a new Bill, ending 
Arbitrary & Indefinite Detention 
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Detention of non- citizens without valid visas would only be
permitted in cases wherein it is necessary and proportionate to
the situation. This would necessitate a personalised evaluation
of every asyum seeker. 
Detention can in no circumstances be an overseas detention, it
can be authorised in Australia only and that too as a last resort
after considering the possible alternatives.
Adults could only be detained for a maximum of three months
and children for seven days.

The new bill is a step in the right direction and if passed it would
end the uniquely cruel immigration detention practices adopted
by Australia up untill now.

Australia introduced a new Bill, ending 
Arbitrary & Indefinite Detention 
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Major changes



A recent visit of the United States House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan, has
triggered the age long crisis between the US and China, with regard to Taiwan.
Analysts now fear that the United States and China could go to war over Taiwan.
China vehemently denounced the visit of the US Speaker and, in retaliation,
organised military drills that virtually encircled the island, halted cooperation
with the United States (US) over military and climate change and among other
things prohibited the importation of some fruit and fish from Taiwan. The visit
signals growing support for Taiwan from the USA while it is perceived by China
as a stance against the one-China policy. The USA further plans to make Taiwan
as its major non-NATO ally under the Taiwan Policy Act of 2022 which concerns
China.

The USA-China-Taiwan Conflict
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USA has unofficial ties with Taiwan after it
severed its diplomatic ties in 1979. The
nation officially gives recognisation to the
one China norm and has till now worked in
maintaining a balance between supporting
Taiwan and preventing a war with China
but the current administration has a
different stance and is ready to support
Taiwan and defend it if China attacks.



Taiwan is an independently governed island nation since 1949. China, however,
considers Taiwan to be an integral part of its territory pursuant to its “one China”
policy. Beijing claims that Taiwan is bound by the 1992 Consensus, which was
reached between representatives of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the
Kuomintang (KMT) party that then ruled Taiwan Ramping up military and
political pressure on Taiwan, Chaina has vowed to eventually “unify” the nation
with the mainland, using force if necessary. When it comes to International
forums like the UN, China continues to reject Taiwan’s participation as a member,
arguing that the membership of such organisations should be limited to states,
while the US, keeps pushing for Taiwan’s meaningful participation as a member
State. 

The USA-China-Taiwan Conflict
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Relationship between China 
and Taiwan 



Pharmaceutical giant Moderna, has filed patent infringement lawsuits in the
Massachusetts District Court, US and the Regional Court of Düsseldorf in  Germany
against Pfizer and its German partner, BioNTech.

Moderna sues Pfizer and BioNTech 
for Patent infringement 
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Moderna’s stance is that Pfizer-BioNTech has unlawfully copied the
innovative mRNA technology that it pioneered, created and
patented between 2010 and 2016, in the manufacturing of their
Covid-19 vaccine Comirnaty, thus stepping on its patent rights.
Morderna started developing its mRNA technology in 2010, which
lead to a speedy develpment of its own covid vaccine Spikevax. It
also uses the same technology in vaccines for diseases like
influenza, HIV, autoimmune and cardiovascular diseases and rare
forms of cancer. 

Moderna’s main accusation is that Pfizer-BioNTech copied the two
most essential features of it’s patented technology, during the
human trials of the Comirnaty , the shots were the "exact mRNA
chemical modification" as Spikevax. Moreover, Moderna has also
stated in its complaint that Pfizer-BioNTech have copied its
knowledge in encoding a full-length spike protein in a lipid
nanoparticle formulation for a coronavirus. 



Moderna sues Pfizer and BioNTech 
for Patent infringement 
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Pfizer’s Response to 
the Suit 
Pfizer, in response, has claimed that the
vaccines in question were developed on
the basis of BioNTech’s proprietary
mRNA technology. On the other hand,
BioNTech has stated that they value the
Intellecual Property Rights of all the
companies and thus allegations like
these are quite unfortunate and
disturbing.
Moderna through its lawsuit does not
seek to remove the Comirnaty from the
market. It also isn't targeting the sale of
vaccines in low- and middle-income
countries covered by the global COVAX
initiative, it only seeks monetary
damages for the infringement of its
intellectual property. 

Patents and 
Proprietary Rights 

A patent is an exclusive right awarded for
an invention. This invention should be a
product or a technique that, in general,
offers a new way of doing something or
presents a new technical solution to a
problem. A patent owner has the exclusive
right to prevent or stop others from
commercially exploiting the patented
invention. A patent protection means that
the invention cannot be commercially
made, used, distributed, imported or sold
by others without the permission of the
patent owner. 



Singapore has taken a revolutionary step to decriminalize gay sex which was previously
a crime under Section 377A of the Penal Code. After this decision, Singapore will
become the 4th nation in Asia to protect LGBTQ rights after India, Thailand and
Taiwan. While this step is a win for humanity, however equal rights are still a distant
reality, since, the Singaporean administration, also plans to amend the constitution to
ensure that same-sex marriage is not allowed. The government acknowledges that
concenting adults should not be prosecuted for private sexual behaviour, at the same
time it seeks to protect Singapore’s traditional family and societal norms including how
marriage is defined. 

Singapore to decriminalize Gay sex
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Section 377A of the Penal 
Code

The section was introduced into the Penal code, in 1938 under the British
colonial rule, and made sexual relations between gay men punishable by
upto 2 years in jail. Over the years it has been continuously challenged by
the singaporean nationals, mainly on the grounds that it violates Article 12
of the Constitution of Singapore which guarantees every individual
equality before the law, as well as Article 9, which provides for right to life
and personal liberty. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equality_before_the_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_9_of_the_Constitution_of_Singapore


Singapore to decriminalize Gay sex
M

arriage Equality around the 
w

orld

P A G E  2 3
 

The Netherlands became the first country in the world to legalize same-
sex marriage when the Dutch parliament in the year 2000 passed, by a
three-to-one margin, a landmark bill allowing the practice. This
legislation gave same-sex couples the right to marry, divorce and adopt
children.
As of now, around 30 countries, around the world have legalised same-sex
marriage including the United States of America and the United Kingdom.
Among these, Australia, Ireland and Switzerland legalized same-sex
marriage through legislation only after nation-wide votes. While countries
like South Africa and Taiwan, enacted legislations legalizing same-sex
marriage only after courts mandated them to do so.
However, even identifying as LGBTQIA+ individual is still illegal in over 70
countries, with some countries even prescribing the death penalty for
homosexuality.
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In the landmark judgment of Navtej Singh Johar
vs. Union of India a five-judge constitutional
bench of the Supreme Court of India in 2018
struck down Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, which criminalised private and
consensual same-sex activity between adults. 
However, same-sex marriages have still not
been legalised in India, and in response to
multiple petitions with regard to recognising
same-sex marriages, the Solicitor General
responded by saying that the terms ‘spouse’
and ‘marriage’ in the Citizenship Act refer to
heterosexual couples only, and hence, same-
sex couples are de facto excluded. Additionally,
he also stated that the Navtaj Singh judgement
decriminalized private, consensual same-sex
activity between adults and did not discuss
public, consensual same-sex activity, and
hence, could not be attributed to granting
homosexual people marriage rights.



As documented by the Human Rights Watch, the Egyptian armed forces and
army-aligned militias battling an Islamic State affiliate in the nation’s North
Sinai region have committed extrajudicial executions of suspected militants
during a recent conflict. The videos and photographs of shackled men in
custody being executed by the Militia have been circulated on multiple
social media platforms, showing clear violations of International
humaintarian law. 
Summary, extrajudicial, or arbitrary executions are prohabited under
international law, including the statutory provisions of the ICCPR , the
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and Common Article 3 to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949. Egypt is a state party to all three and is
therefore in violation of principles of Intenational law and well as its other
international obligations, since it has compromised the Right to life of
individuals and has committed acts that constitute War Crimes.  

Violence in Egypt: New Videos of 
North Sinai Extrajudicial Executions
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Violence in Egypt: New Videos of 
North Sinai Extrajudicial Executions
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“ Grave breaches of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, related to international armed
conflict;
Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international armed
conflict;
Serious violations of Article 3 common to the four 1949 Geneva Conventions,
related to armed conflict not of an international character;
Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in armed conflict not of
an international character.” 

These acts are violations of the laws of war that gives rise to individual criminal
responsibility for actions by combatants, such as the intentional killing of civilians or
intentionally killing prisoners of war, instituting and perpectuating torture, taking
hostages, unnecessarily destroying civilian property, deception by perfidy, wartime
sexual violence and pillaging, rape, forced pregnancy or any other form of sexual
violence; conscripting or enlisting children under the age of 15 years into armed forces
or groups or using them to participate actively in hostilities. 
As per to Article 8 of Rome Statue, War crimes can be categorised as-

Thre are two main elements of a war crime, 
A contextual element: “the conduct took place in the context of and was associated
with an international/non-international armed conflict”;
A mental element: intent and knowledge both with regards to the individual act and the
contextual element.

War crimes



Article 63 Interventions at the
International Court of Justice (Russia-
Ukraine)
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While filing a case in the International Court of Justice, Ukraine contended that Russia
had wrongfully claimed a genocide in Ukraine to justify its invasion. However, Russia,
rejected ICJ’s jurisdiction on the matter. Due to the lack of any substantial evidence
supporting Russia's genocide allegations, and the principle that all actions to prevent
genocide must be taken in good faith and in line with the principles of international
law, the Court called on Russia to suspend military operations immediately. It was a
13:2 verdict in which the Court stated that it was "profoundly concerned" about Russia's
use of force and its invasion of Ukraine.

Recent Developments 
The Russian government’s stance is that their participation in the proceedings is ‘still
under consideration’, Russia did not appear in the provisional measures hearing before
the ICJ. On 21 July 2022, Latvia filed their Article 63 declarations of intervention,
followed by Lithuania on 22 July 2022, New Zealand on 28 July 2022 and the United
Kingdom on 5 August 2022. 
The issue before the ICJ is whether third party States can file their declarations for
intervention at the jurisdictional stage, to argue whether the court has jurisdiction or
to deny it. The Court has come across this issue before, with regard to the Military and
Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua, wherein it rejected El Salvador’s
attempted intervention, terming it premature.


